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increasingly rare. In 1972 for example, 44 percent of House districts and 50 per-
cent of the states delivered split verdicts; in 2008, the respective percentages were 
19 percent and 20 percent.14 

Greater partisan consistency in individual voting and aggregate election 
results has had the important effect of reducing the proportion of voters shared 
by the president and members of Congress representing the opposition party. For 
example, when Ronald Reagan took office in 1981, he faced a Congress in which 
34 percent of House Democrats’ voters and 37 percent of Senate Democrats’ vot-
ers had also voted for him. When Barack Obama took office in 2009, he shared 
only 21percent of the House Republicans’ voters and only 10 percent of the 
Senate Republicans’ voters. With fewer of their own voters favoring the president, 
opposition party senators and representatives have less reason to support his ini-
tiatives, and fewer do so. Meanwhile, the president’s own partisans have become 
much more supportive of his proposals. Thus, in the 97th Congress (1981–1982), 
partisan difference in support of Reagan’s initiatives were comparatively narrow, 
with House Republicans voting his way 67 percent of the time, House Democrats 
34 percent of the time. In the 111th Congress (2009–2010), in contrast, House 
Democrats supported Obama 92 percent of the time, House Republicans only 
16 percent of the time (the comparable figures for the Senate were 76 percent 
and 33 percent in the 97th Congress, and 95 percent and 25 percent in the 111th 

Congress).15 
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Figure 5-5  �Correlations between District-Level Presidential and Senate 
Vote, 1952–2010

Source: Compiled by author.


